19th ISLM Celebrations held at Matopo Brethren in Christ Church High School, Zimbabwe on Friday the 12 October 2018.

Matopo Mission 

Matopo Mission is a co-educational boarding institution offering both primary and secondary schooling to learners between the ages of 5 and 19 years. The School Librarian at this institution is Mrs. Sichelesile Ndlovu. She happens to be a regular patron of all the International Association of School Librarianship and Zimbabwe Library Association activities and programmes. She had long yearned for an ISLM celebration to be hosted by her school. Her wish came to fruition, and was honored by the school authorities and supported by both the IASL and ZLA.
Zimbabwe Library Association 

Zimbabwe Library Association (ZimLA) is the professional association that represents the interests of library and information professionals in Zimbabwe. ZimLA is an affiliate of the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA), African Library and Information Associations (AfLIA) and The Standing Conference of Eastern, Central and Southern African Library and Information Associations (SCECSAL).
ISLM 2018
The preparations for 2018 ISLM were planned for Wednesday the 10th of October 2018. Unfortunately, a sudden cholera and typhoid epidemic erupted in the capital city Harare and Gweru respectively, almost caused a postponement. The health authorities had stated that all social gatherings should be banned forthwith. The school authorities felt we had to shelve the celebrations, but later relented when it became obvious that the pandemic had been contained at its epicenter. The School librarian and her attaché Miss Hope Ncube from the National University of Science and Technology were later given the thumbs up to continue with the preparations and the event took place on Friday the 12th of October 2018. 
The 2018 theme for ISLM was “Why I Love My School Library". It was based on the Istanbul, Turkey’s 47th Annual International Association School Librarianship conference theme of “Innovation, Information and Impact of School Libraries”. This year’s focus was on the impact of school libraries within the education system.  
The School Librarian took the guests to meet the Headmaster Mr. Gardson Sibanda, who welcomed them. He informed them of his impending meeting which had coincided with the celebrations. He then assured the guests that the celebrations would go ahead under the ably leadership of his Deputy Headmistress Ms S. Ncube. After meeting with the Headmaster, the guests were served with tea, and later proceeded to the church hall for the celebrations. The hospitality exhibited by the school was of the highest order. 
The high school hosted the celebrations that took place in the Church Hall within the campus.  It was a wonderful event with the entire school populace attending. The church was full of proud staff, excited learners, and the two special guests. The learners entertained and welcomed the guests with their upbeat beautiful celebratory songs. The Deputy Headmistress Ms S. Ncube presided over the proceedings. A beautiful invocation given by Assistant Pastor F. Tshabalala reminded the participants of the spiritual presence of God and the need for His blessings. Mrs. O.S Ncube, Head of the English and Library Department spoke eloquently. Mrs. Sichelesile Ndlovu, School Librarian introduced the two guests to the entire school body. 
The guest keynote speaker was Mr. Jerry Mathema, currently IASL Director Region 1: Africa Sub-Sahara, President-Elect of the Zimbabwe Library Association and School Librarian at Masiyephambili College. The other dignitary was Miss Brilliant Ndlovu, School Librarian at Magwegwe High School and Zimbabwe Library Association Matabeleland Branch representative responsible for school libraries. The celebrations included some powerful speeches, an exciting recital of a poem, and exhilarating melodious chorale.
Mr. Mathema conveyed gratitude to the school head Mr. Gardson Sibanda and his team for successfully hosting the event.  He noted the importance of celebrating ISLM and having functional libraries staffed by qualified librarians. He clearly stated that it is every learner’s constitutional right to have access to information. His passionate plea to all stakeholders to relentlessly advocate for the provision of improved school library facilities, increased and appropriate school library materials for learners' reading and research, and continuous development for the school librarian was very clear.  He implored the school authorities to assist other schools in the vicinity in developing their libraries. As School Librarians we are promoting observable improvement in students’ literacy levels, promoting emotional intelligence, and nurturing individual resilience. School Librarians are promoting a love of reading and of learning. School Librarians are promoting a far richer approach to education than drilling for performance on a stand-alone exam that means little in the real world.
Miss Brilliant Ndlovu’s speech was entitled; ‘The role of a school library in promoting a reading culture’. Her insightful speech motivated and encouraged learners to develop a reading culture. She stated that the library remains the powerhouse of an educational institution, the heart of the school, a laboratory of laboratories. She likened a school without a library as lifeless as a motor vehicle without an engine, or a body without a soul. She also shared information about the IFLA School Library Manifesto of 2000. For her, the library plays a pivotal role in the promotion and development of a reading culture where readers read for pleasure and improve their information literacy, critical thinking, analytical and evaluation skills. She propounded that the library hones and natures innovativeness, creativity and imparts problem solving skills. She emphasized the need to cultivate a culture of collaboration between the school librarian and the teacher as this is key to students’ academic performance.
There was an interlude of religious choral music between the speeches. The students exhibited their creativity abilities with an array of speeches and poems on why they love their school library? This resonated well with the 2018 ISLM theme.
Another excellent speaker, Shantel K. Mpala delivered her presentation that was entitled ‘In the library’. She spoke about the silence, the scent and aroma of ancient scrolls that wafts through the library. She likened the library to an asylum where she seeks intellectual refugee and a gym where she exercises her mind. In the library, her imagination runs riot. The quotes and citations on her speech left many an academic scholar green with envy. Her speech displayed the great deal of research time that she had put into it.
A captivating recital of a poem came from Andile Moyo. It was entitled, ‘My love for the Library’. The poem was vividly anchored on his love for the library and how he appreciated its existence in the education system, its role as the custodian, a treasure trove and an unparalleled reservoir of knowledge. The audience liked the part that referred to the learner bereft of a library as a singer without a song. His physical presence, articulation, and dramatic appropriateness breathed life into the poem. The audience was highly inspired and responded enthusiastically. 
Lianna P. Ndlovu, a gifted orator, raised excellent points, making everyone in the audience want to join her revolution.  It was entitled, ‘My Book’. This speech was deliberately structured with three general purposes: to inform, to persuade and to entertain. Her narrative showed how society is grossly engaged in economic issues, and turning a blind eye to the social ills affecting mostly girls such as rape and human trafficking. She boldly announced that she was the next William Shakespeare and a budding author in the process. She vehemently asserted that the social ills alluded to, have offended and pushed her to launch her writing ‘rocket,’ and it was taking off at great speed. She rebuked teenage prostitution and urged her peers to fight gallantly for their God-given rights to excel in life.
A highlight was the awarding to its five hardworking bookworms and to Mr. Masuku an illustrious geography facilitator, with certificates of appreciation in recognition for their patronage and unwavering support of library programmes.
Mrs. O.S Ncube gave a hearty valedictory speech that was accompanied by a powerful vote of thanks. Her mastery and proficiency of the English language endeared her to the audience. Assistant Pastor Tshabalala’s benediction once again brought us before the Lord and asked Him to continue to inspire and protect us as we parted. The entire proceedings came to a deafening crescendo, and it was time to say farewell ISLM 2018! 
The Deputy Headmistress led the invited guests to the library where they were treated to succulent traditional African cuisine. The tasty food was prepared and served by the school’s Food and Nutrition learners. During lunch the guests and staff had an opportunity to mix and mingle, network and discuss pertinent issues pertaining to school library development in Zimbabwe and around the world.  What an auspicious 2018 International School Library Month celebration it was!
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Miss Brilliant Ndlovu, Mr. Jerry Mathema and Mrs. Sichelesile Ndlovu
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L-R Miss B. Ndlovu, Miss Hope Ncube and Mr J. Mathema
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Mr. Jerry Mathema delivering his keynote speech                    Miss Brilliant Ndlovu delivering her keynote speech
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 Shantel K. Mpala   [speaker]                                                         Andile Moyo [speaker]
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Lianna P. Ndlovu [speaker]                                                         Miss B. Ndlovu and Mrs Sichelesile Ndlovu
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Miss Brilliant Ndlovu and learners         Miss B. Ndlovu, Learner [artist] and Mr J. Mathema
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        Gabriella Makandinze [Artist]                                 Miss B. Ndlovu, Learner [Artist] and Mr. J Mathema
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Miss B. Ndlovu, Mr. J. Mathema [squatting] and learners
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 [L-R] Miss B. Ndlovu, Andile Y. Moyo, Mr J. Mathema, learner and Mrs S. Ndlovu
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