SPEECH BY MUTARE POLYTECHNIC LIBRARIAN, PRETTY CHIBANGWA 

AT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL LIBRARY MONTH CELEBRATION MEETING 

AT CHANCELLOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 

26 OCTOBER 2018.
SALUTATIONS

Director of ceremonies Chancellor Primary School Teacher Mr Mutowa……………………………….………………………………………………………
Our Guest of Honor Provincial Education Director,Mr E Shumba in absentia  represented by the Deputy Provincial Education Director Secondary Mr Mugano………………………………………………………………………………….

Host School Headmaster Mr Chihowa in absentia represented by Deputy Headmistress Mrs Mawere…………………………………………………………………………………

 District Schools Inspectors here present………………………………………………..

Headmasters from various Schools………………………………………………………

Ladies and Gentlemen…………………………………………………………………….

All protocol observed…………………………………………………………………….

 A very good Morning and welcome to you all.

Today we are gathered to celebrate the International School Library Month which is running under the International Theme ‘Why I love My School Library’. 
As Mutare Polytechnic we felt that we should give back to the community, as part of corporate social responsibility to improve our community and the province at large. Through the Library Department, we organised this meeting to celebrate together the International School Library Month, which is an annual event in school libraries calendar.
The question in the minds of many, ladies and gentlemen, could be what is International School Library Month? This is a month set aside to celebrate and draw attention to the importance of school libraries throughout the world. October 1 marks the beginning of this commemoration. First started as International School Library Day in 1999 by Past President Blanche Woolls, it was changed to International School Library Month in 2008 to give more flexibility to schools around the world to choose a time in the month that best fits their specific situation. During this month, school libraries around the world can choose a day, week, or the entire month to celebrate the importance of libraries. So this is part of our awareness campaign as Mutare Polytechnic to engage schools in commemorating this month as it is the first time it is celebrated in our province. We hope certainly that this is not the last, but the beginning.
Allow me ladies and gentlemen to elaborate on the importance of school libraries in any education setup. Most of you would agree with me that throughout primary or secondary education one would have never come across a library or even visit a community library, this alone contributed to the death of reading culture, hence we are gathered here as various stakeholders to revamp our school libraries and awaken the reading culture in our children.

Probably many would wonder what role Libraries play in a school set up. Libraries are there to:

1. To develop reading habits in children. (to remove fear of not wanting to read or just read for exams) This is usually lacking among them in spite of the fact that they are very curious about new things.

2. To train them in the art of self-education so as to replace spoon-feeding which is very harmful for the intellectual growth of the children if it is stretched too far. Students should learn how to search and use information on their own.

3. To supplement the knowledge of the students which they acquire from their teachers.

4. To help them in the development of the habit of pursuing useful hobbies for which the library is a proper place. 

5. To provide information and recreation to the students, by making them understand the usefulness of a library. 

6. To ensure proper coordination between the school work and the library use.

7. providing access to local, regional, national and global resources and opportunities that expose learners to diverse ideas, experiences and opinions;

8. organizing activities that encourage cultural and social awareness and sensitivity;

9. working with students, teachers, administrators and parents to achieve the mission of the school;

10. proclaiming the concept that intellectual freedom and access to information are essential to effective and responsible citizenship and participation in a democracy;

The major challenges are that there is no establishment of librarians in schools, budget constraints to resource libraries, lack of appreciation and knowledge of libraries. To cushion budget constraints, there are some stakeholders like Book Aid International, Rural School Libraries Trust that usually donate resources for school libraries. Some schools here have benefited from such organisations, but the challenge again comes when there is lack of responsible people to oversee usage of these resources.
As Mutare Polytechnic we train basic skills in running school libraries and records centres at a very minimal fee, for schools that do not have trained librarians. Such training is conducted during school holidays. We also hold workshops to equip school librarians to equip schools with modern trends. When you see our invitations to attend please do come.

Through our annual conferences of Zimbabwe Library Association (ZIMLA), we realised a grey area in schools, where some schools are operating without a functional library yet research around the world, according to IFLA/UNESCO School Library Manifesto, school libraries improve student achievement. These international bodies noted that the goal of all school libraries is to develop information literate students who are responsible and ethical participants in society. Information literate students are competent self-directed learners who are aware of their information needs and actively engage in the world of ideas. They display confidence in their ability to solve problems and know how to locate relevant and reliable information. They are able to manage technology tools to access information and to communicate what they have learned. They are able to operate comfortably in situations where there are multiple answers or no answers. They hold high standards for their work and create quality products. Information literate students are flexible, able to adapt to change, and able to function both individually and in groups. The Manifesto firmly endorses the creation of strong and effective school libraries.
The library is part and parcel of an effective learning centre in which independent skills are developed from a tender age. Throughout their education life, the library equips and prepares the learners for their life-long future. 

Allow me Ladies and Gentlemen to share some opinions of others with reference to importance of school libraries. Mittal R.L. (2003) noted that a well-equipped library is the foundation of modern educational structure. He added that education bereft of library service is like a body without soul, a vehicle without an engine and an edifice merely a collection of bricks without cement. He likened education and library service as twin sisters who cannot live apart from the other. James Madison Jr. was an American statesman who served as the fourth President of the United States from 1809 to 1817, who once noted that “ a popular government without popular information or means of acquiring it is but a prologue to a disgrace or tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance and the people who mean to be their own governors must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives.’ One late Prime Minister of India Jawaharlal Nehru once said “a library is the key to the knowledge of the world”. (Emphasis, egs for deforestation, environment pollution due to lack of libraries) Mittal mentioned earlier concurred with this idea when he mentioned that the school library is of vital importance to any nation. He also noted that children are rightly called the future of a nation, and a nation which ignores its children is the unluckiest of all. He added that if the seed of the soil is not of proper kind, the harvest which they will reap can never be of high quality. They came with these conclusions after conducting researches in line with the libraries relevance in the school set up.
Ladies and gentlemen, there is an adage which says, ‘ If you want to hide something from an African man, put in in a book, or document it” Is this true for our nation and the continent at large., and for how long will that ‘something’ or knowledge be hidden for our nations especially the coming generations. This calls for a holistic approach to address this phenomenon.
Stakeholders in support of school libraries

Zimbabwe Library Association (mother association of all library activities in Zimbabwe)

Book Aid International (supports libraries with books. Please may you facilitate transport if your school is nominated to receive books)

Zimbabwe Rural School Library Trust (supports rural schools with books and computers and other resources for libraries)

International Association of School Librarianship
To all key stakeholders here present, let’s probe the government that each school should have a functional Library, where learners are exposed to knowledge from an early age.
I Thank you. Ngiyabonga. Sheshe
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