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Stephen Heppell is the founder

of ULTRALAB, Anglia Polytechnic
University’s learning technology research
centre in Chelmsford that has an enviable
global reputation for creativity, innovation
and common sense.

The 2005 conference committee presents
him with great pleasure as the keynote
speaker. The role of the keynote address
is to set the tone for the entire conference
and Stephen Heppell will inspire
information leaders gathering this week at
the University of Hong Kong.

Professor Heppell has been referred to

as the UK’s leading on-line education
guru. The Times Educational Supplement
called him “the man who is single-
handedly doing more than any other to
enlighten government thinking on the use
of computers in schools... and who sits
on more government committees, task
forces and think tanks concerned with
technology than almost anyone else.”

Ultralab is at the heart of the UK’s largest
and most innovative projects in ICT and
learning. Some of the projects include
Schools OnLine with the DTI, Tesco
SchoolNet 2000, Learning in the New
Millennium with Nortel (a collaboration
set up to invent an intelligent learning toy
for 4-8 year olds), the on-line pilot for
the University for Industry, Notschool.
net (a virtual school for phobics, truants,
the excluded and the many others outside
of formal educational institutions),
CreativeNet with the Design Council,
and much more. Most recently a long
term collaboration with Oracle in the

US has produced the innovative Oracle
Millennium Project (think.com) — a set of
learning community tools for up to 100
million children.

Professor Heppell sits on a number of
impressive task forces, all influential in
government policy making. He chairs the
multimedia jury for the Royal Television

Society and sits on both the BAFTA
Interactive Entertainments Committee
and the Department of Culture Media and
Sport’s working committee in Internet
policy futures for the Cinema, Music,
Radio and TV industries.

In the recent past Stephen was a
member of a parliamentary Information
Superhighway Policy Forum and a
committee producing the influential
“Information and Communication
Technology in UK Schools” report that
defined the British government’s ICT
schools policy.

Professor Heppell has a long list of

TV appearances and involvement with
the media. He writes regularly for the
popular press: broadsheets, weeklies and
tabloids, and has written many chapters
in books and journals. Most recently

he has appeared in a series of five
television programs about children, ICT
and learning. He also sits on the BBC’s
Independent Advice Panel on BBC Online
and is currently working on a variety

of projects focusing on the future of
television in the digital age.

Professor Heppell is passionate about
sailboat racing. He races his own boat
and was coach to the UK’s International
Mirror Class World Championship squad
in 1997 and 1999. He sits on the Royal
Yachting Association’s Race Training
Committee responsible for the pathway
between Junior / Youth sailing and the
Olympic squad.

Professor Heppell remains a teaching
professor who still lectures and supervises
students. He is currently external
examiner for the ICT in Education
masters degree in Trinity College, Dublin.
Through Ultralab he acts as consultant

to a broad spectrum of organisations:
broadcast media, retail, finance,
publishing, telecommunications and, of
course, learning and elL.earning.




