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IASL NEWSLETTER’S SPECIAL EDITION 

D 
ear IASL Members, 

     With the upcoming changes taking place in the IASL Board, the association 
thought that it was a good idea to have a “special” edition of our newsletter 
where members could get to know the face and story behind each candidate.  

     In the past, transparency has been discussed across IASL departments and in the 
Board, and it will now become a regular happening to have a more visible administration, 
but not just a list of names, rather a short article on each Board member (including pic-
tures) so IASL as a whole can has a “face.”  

     In this special issue of the newsletter you will also meet two hard-working women 
who do a lot of the “behind the scenes” work for IASL: Jill Hancock and Alexandra Krus 
are IASL’s Executive Director and Technology & Membership Contact respectively. They 
are part of the Penman & Winton team and help our association run smoothly.  

     At the end of this special issue you will find the proxy ballot for IASL’s President posi-
tion. If you are unable to attend this year’s conference, please submit your vote using 
this form that can be found on page 9.       

     We at IASL wish you all a wonderful summer and we hope you will get a chance to 
meet these Board members in the upcoming conference taking place in Tokyo in August.   

Carol Youssif, 
IASL Information Coordinator 
iaslnewsletter@gmail.com or youssifc@tas.tw  

TWO CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT 

O 
f all Board positions open for the next term, only one had more than one  aspiring 
candidate, and that was that of President. All other openings had one applicant, 
which made them automatically assume the position. You will read all the win-
ners’ introduction in these pages.  

In this newsletter you will find information about the two running candidates: Ms. Katy 
Manck and Ms. Lesley Farmer. They both have a long history of active contributions to IASL, 
but in this special issue you will get to know them even better than before.  

     At the end of this newsletter you will find the proxy ballot in which you will be able to cast 
your vote between these two candidates should you be unable to attend the next AGM tak-
ing place during the 2016 IASL Conference in Tokyo, Japan.  

     Read the candidates’ introductions and vote consciously and unbiasedly. Good luck to 
both Ms. Farmer and Ms. Manck!  

mailto:alexandra@penman-winton.com
mailto:alexandra@penman-winton.com
http://www.iasl-online.org
mailto:iaslnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:iaslnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:youssifc@tas.tw
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE #1: LESLEY FARMER 
Biography/ Profile 

P 
rofessor Lesley Farmer, coordinates the Teacher 
Librarianship program at California State University 
Long Beach, and manages the California State Uni-
versity ICT Literacy Project.  

     She earned her M.S. in Library Science at the University of 
North Carolina Chapel Hill, and received her doctorate in Adult 
Education from Temple University. Dr. Farmer has worked as 
a teacher librarian in public and private K-12 school settings as 
well as in public, special, and academic libraries. She also 
taught library science in Hong Kong and Tunisia, and is a Ful-
bright scholar.  

     In her first IASL position, in 1980, Dr. Farmer edited the 
newsletter; she also served as IASL VP for Organization Rela-
tions, led the Information Literacy SIG, and now heads the 
Library Education SIG; her campus will host the 2017 IASL Con-
ference. She served as Special Libraries Association Education 
Division Chair, chairs the IFLA’s School Libraries Section, and 
helps advise the Library of Congress Literacy Awards.  

     A frequent presenter and writer for the profession, she 
won the American Library Association’s 2011 Phi Beta Mu 
Award for library education, and the 2015 Library Instruction 
Round Table Librarian Recognition Award.   

     Dr. Farmer’s research interests include digital citizenship, 
information literacy, collaboration, assessment, and data anal-
ysis. Her most recent books are Information and Digital Litera-
cies: A Curricular Guide for Middle and High School Librarians 
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2015), Introduction to Reference and 
Information Services in Today’s School Libraries (Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2014), and Library Services for Youth with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ALA, 6457).  

     In her spare time, Dr. Farmer enjoys going to cultural 
events with her son Chris. She is an avid reader, likes to sing, 
and does art work.  

Open Letter to IASL Members 

     Dear colleagues, it is a great honor to be nominated to run 
for the Presidency of IASL. For over thirty years I have partici-
pated in IASL: as a frequent presenter, writer, and officer.  

     My lifetime membership demonstrates my sustained belief 
in this organization, which has a unique and significant niche: 
a supportive community of practice where teacher librarians 
and their educators around the world share their work, re-
search, and values. I am also impressed that IASL recognizes 
and appreciates the contributions of librarians in all kinds of 
settings: from libraries “in a box” to large systems; we are all 
equal in our mission to provide physical and intellectual access 
to information and ideas to help our educational communities 
be effective users and producers of knowledge.  

     IASL should inspire and support its membership. I see my 

own role as IASL President as a leader and coordinator of the 
organization, optimizing the conditions for you and every 
IASL member to provide high-quality school library programs. 
To that end, I want to make sure that IASL is responsive to 
members’ interests and needs by improving access to more 
material and human resources, more opportunities for partici-
pation and leadership, and more effective IASL coordination 
and action. And, I want the membership to have fun and 
friends.  

     In coordination with the officers, regional directors, SIGs, 
and Affiliate Assembly, several strategies can make this vision 
a reality. An annual theme or priority can concretize and bring 
together efforts more effectively; I would like to use the new 
IFLA School Library Guidelines as the fulcrum the first year. By 
the end of my three-year presidency, I hope to see: 

 Each SIG will produce bibliographies, write at least one 
newsletter article per year, take the lead for at least one 
conference session, and provide customized guidance 
and presentations.  

 IASL will publish a book, such as current school library 
issues and solutions, with each SIG writing one chapter.  

 Regions, under the leadership of their directors and VP 
Association Relations, will communicate with affiliate 
members (e.g., library associations), have a web pres-
ence, write at least one newsletter article per year, take 
the lead for at least one conference session, inform IASL 
about learning opportunities (including listing institutions 
that prepare teacher librarians), provide customized guid-
ance and presentations, recruit members (aiming for one 
association membership or two personal members from 
every country in the region), and have a representative 
for each SIG.  

 The web portal will have a means to help SIGs and regions 
to update their content more easily and quickly, share 
notices about upcoming learning opportunities, and list 
affiliate/association members and their links. 

 School library educators will provide webinars and other 
professional development tools, conduct at least one 
research project for IASL, and recruit student members. 

 Members will participate more 
actively in IASL by providing 
translation help during confer-
ences and translating School Li-
braries Worldwide article ab-
stracts into non-English lan-
guages, volunteering for IASL 
committees, and linking with at 
least one other IASL member 
(such as sister libraries or associa-
tions). 

(continued on page 3) 
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE #1: LESLEY FARMER 
 IASL’s officers will develop more partnerships and sup-

porters, increase the association’s profile within the pro-
fession, approve the IFLA School Library Guidelines and 
support their implementation, and plan and evaluate 
efforts more effectively. 

 Every member in IASL makes the association what it is— 
and can be. You bring your expertise and experiences 
just as I bring my librarianship and professional network-
ing experiences, to the IASL “family” table to inform your 

colleagues and help them service their educational com-
munities. Your vote is one concrete way to show you 
care— and that you believe that I can advance the work 
of IASL— and you.  

     Thank you for your consideration.  

Lesley Farmer, 
Candidate for IASL President 
Lesley.Farmer@csulb.edu  

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE #2: KATY MANCK 

Biography/ Profile 

H 
owdy from the Piney Woods of eastern Texas, my 
home base as I travel around the USA and the 
world, visiting our family in many different cities, 
discussing young adult books, and making presen-
tations about IASL and the GiggleIT Project. 

     With my MLS (1979) and School Library Media Specialist 
Certification (2005) from University of North Texas USA, I've 
worked in academic, business, public, and school libraries dur-
ing my career, most recently as a high school librarian and as 
an adjunct professor for UNT. Currently, I'm a “librarian at 
large” consulted by friends, family, and former students for 
research help and reading recommendations.  

     My most recent paid position was at Gilmer High School 
librarian and Gifted/Talented program director, Gilmer, Texas, 
USA (2003-2009). 

     I have attended 10 of 11 Annual Conferences since joining 
IASL in 2005 and am a founding member and project develop-
er of the GiggleIT Project for global student writing through 
school libraries. My daughter Emily designed the GiggleCrit-
ters in 2008 and creates a new one annually for each confer-
ence host country.  

     In 2010, I was called to fill an unexpired term as IASL Treas-
urer and have been elected to that position for two consecu-
tive terms. It's great fun to be your auctioneer at Annual Con-
ferences as together we raise money for leadership grants, 
books for libraries, and research in school librarianship (of 
course, I do much holiday shopping at the silent auctions, 
too).  

     My husband and I will celebrate our 35th anniversary in Oc-
tober. Lynn's three daughters' families include our 12 grand-
children and six great-grandchildren; our son and daughter 
are also married and we have 'grand-dogs' right now.  

     I enjoy gardening, reading young adult books, and recom-
mending the best on my BooksYALove website, taking long 
trips with our travel trailer (caravan) to scenic places and fami-
ly gatherings, reading with cats in my lap, watching our grand-

children play sports and perform, and discovering interesting 
information online.  

Open Letter to IASL Members 

     I tell people that IASL exists because every child deserves a 
great school library and a better teacher-librarian. That's why 
I've served as Treasurer since 2010 and why I want to lead as 
President with that focus.     

     At our Annual Conferences, you've heard me say “These 
presentations are very valuable, but our conversations are 
even more valuable” because that's how we make the person-
al connections which truly help us improve our practice.        

     We have experience in talking about school libraries with 
our teaching colleagues. Now it's time for us to take a more-
challenging step together— to proactively extend our school 
library conversations in all directions: as we meet our students 
daily at their point of need, as we seek input from community 
members frequently, and as we make opportunities to share 
real-life school library stories with decision-makers, over and 
over again.       

     I want to add Mentoring to IASL's list of strengths, for each 
one of us has stories to tell and best practices to share. What-
ever our experience level or age, we all have skill sets that we 
can upgrade and inspiration that we can gain from other 
members. Let's work together to grow our profession, our 
Association, and our own abilities as we strive to bring great 
school libraries to more children.  

     Thank you for your vote. If 
you won't be in Tokyo this 
August, please remember to 
send your Proxy ballot to the 
IASL Secretariat by the stated 
date - we want to hear from 
every voice in the Association! 

Katy Manck, 
President Candidate 
katy.manck@gmail.com  

mailto:Lesley.Farmer@csulb.edu
http://booksyalove.com/
mailto:katy.manck@gmail.com
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Biography/ Profile 

I 
’m from The Netherlands and have lived for eight years in 
Brasil. I’m a retired information scientist, formerly Uni-
versiteit van Amsterdam 1990-1999 as Head of Depart-
ment), a visiting professor of the University of Pretoria 

(2001-2011) and University of Tallinn (2000-2008).  

     I have a MA in Sociology (UvA) and a PhD. in Information 
Science (UP). My research concentrates on the access to in-
formation, especially on information literacy and the role of 
(school) libraries.  

     Among others I was the Information Officer of the IFLA 
Information Literacy section (2017-2015), member of the 
board of ENSIL (2008-2014) and member of Dutch Infor-
mation Professionals Association. I participated in several 
UNESCO Expert Group Meetings on Media and Information 
Literacy and coordinated the worldwide UNESCO TtT in Infor-
mation Literacy workshops series. 

     Currently I’m the Information Coordinator of the IFLA 
School Libraries Section and member of the JOINT IFLA-IASL 
Committee. Member of the Editorial Board of Revista Română 
de Biblioteconomie şi Ştiinţa Informării (Romanian Review of 
Library and Information Science) and Member of the ICT Liter-

acy Editorial Board, California State University, USA.  

     For further information, you can see my website here.  

Open Letter to IASL Members 

     IASL is the biggest international organization for associa-
tions and persons interested in school libraries, school librari-
ans, and school librarianship. However, its membership is not 
growing and not divided equally over de world. Especially re-
gions which have no or weak school libraries are not or are 
hardly represented and/or participating. I would like to in-
clude those regions into the IASL network that enables com-
munication for consultation, help and advice. 

     This platform, with ideally one contact person in each coun-
try, should not be restricted to school libraries and school 
librarians but should include stake-
holders in politics, government, 
education and NGO’s as. School 
libraries should be at the core of 
the educational system.  

Albert Boekhorst, 
VP Association Relations 
alberkb@gmail.com  

UNITED STATES REGIONAL DIRECTOR: TOM ADAMICH 
Biography/ Profile 

I 
 have been a Digital Asset Librarian (since 2011) certified 
teacher-librarian (since 2000), and a librarian since 1991.  I 
am a graduate of the Kent State University (Ohio) School 
of Library/Information Science and KSU College of Educa-

tion School Library Media Certification.  I served as a teacher-
librarian and consultant for the Indian Valley Local Schools 
(Ohio) from 1999-2009 and am president of the Visiting Librari-
an Service, a contract librarian firm I have operated on a full or 
part-time basis since 1993. I currently am the Content Librarian 
and ICC Internship Program Manager – Mitinet Library Services 
(Verona, Wisconsin). 

     I am the founder and co-chair of the Government Infor-
mation for Children (GIC) Committee– Government Docu-
ments Roundtable – American Library Association; we would 
love to further develop our child-centric international govern-
ment information gateway and country / continent resources. 

     My current research focus is scholarly communications 
metadata, multimedia-based digital asset management, se-
mantic technology, analytics and ontology/taxonomy manage-
ment.  Additionally, I have researched topics in the arena of K-
20 cataloging/metadata creation -- exploring their connection 
to school curriculum, critical thinking skill development, and 
standards-based education.  I have written my “Making and 
Managing Metadata” column for the jour-
nal Technicalities since 2008.  

     I have been a vehicle historian for over two decades, having 
joined the Society of Automotive Historians (SAH) in 1993.  I 
have presented at SAH’s Biennial Conference since 2000.  I 
presented “Automobile-as-Community Redux: C. Harold Wills 
and his Impact on Community Development” at the 2016 Bien-
nial Conference – Society of Automotive Historians,  April 16 in 
Cleveland, Ohio USA.  

     Finally, I have been a daily runner since 1981 and thank God 
daily for the chance to take another step and log just one 
more mile. 

Open Letter to IASL Members 

     Thank you for being a proud and active member of the In-
ternational Association of School Librarianship (IASL). 

      I am certain that you share the same commitment, interest, 
and dedication to the development of school librarianship in 
all countries worldwide that the thoughtful founders of IASL 
had back in Kingston, Jamaica in 1971 at the World Confedera-
tion of Organizations of the Teaching Profession (WCOTP) 
meeting when they formalized IASL as an organization (the 
result of several years of development that began when the 
American Library Association (ALA) gave 30 school librarians – 
members of the American Association of School Librarians 
(AASL) – a grant to establish an international committee of 
intent at the 1968 WCOTP meeting). 

  (continued on page 7) 

http://www.albertkb.nl/
mailto:alberkb@gmail.com
http://guides.ucf.edu/gic and http:/www.ala.org/godort/government-information-children-committee
http://guides.ucf.edu/gic and http:/www.ala.org/godort/government-information-children-committee
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AFRICA REGIONAL DIRECTOR: JERRY MATHEMA 

EUROPE REGIONAL DIRECTOR: VANJA JURILIJ 

Biography/ Profile 

J 
erry Mathema was born on the 18th of July 1972 in Bu-
lawayo in the Republic of Zimbabwe. He is a practicing 
professional, has a lovely supportive family, and is an 
ethnic Ndebele. 

     Jerry holds a Post Graduate Diploma in Library & Infor-
mation Science from the National University of Science and 
Technology, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; having earlier obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Media Studies from the Zimbabwe 
Open  University in 2011. He is also a holder of a Higher Na-
tional Diploma, National Diploma, and a National Certificate in 
Library & Information Science from Bulawayo Polytechnic 
(2001-2005), as well as a Diploma in Educational Psychology 
from the Alison Institute of Ireland (2014). 

     Before joining Masiyephambili College, Jerry had, between 
2004 and 2005, been the librarian at BES College. During the 
years 2002 to 2003, he was an intern assistant librarian of the 
Forestry Research Centre in Harare, having earlier served as 
an intern library assistant of the University of Zimbabwe’s 
Bulawayo College of Health Sciences in 2001. He worked in 
the leather and shoe industry in various portfolios from 1991-
2000. 

     Jerry has had other experiences as an external assessor at 
the Higher Education Examination Council (Matabeleland Re-
gion) as well as being in the Sectoral Board of the Division of 
Applied Science and Technology at the Bulawayo Polytechnic, 
the Zimbabwe Library Association, Matabeleland Branch Ex-
ecutive as Vice and Chairperson, and an ex-officio member of 
the Matabeleland Reading Awareness Campaign from 2011 to 
date. Prior to that, he had been the IASL Regional Repre-
sentative for Zimbabwe. 

     He is the recipient of the famed IASL 2008 Ken Haycock 
Leadership Development Award in recognition of his commit-
ment to the development of school library programs. Jerry 
has presented two papers and has one peer-reviewed one 
that he co-authored with other school library professionals. 
He likes travelling and dancing. 

     Currently, Jerry is a school library media specialist at 
Masiyephambili College Library & Media Centre in Morning-
side, Bulawayo, Zimbwabwe. 

Open Letter to IASL Members 

     To my fellow African brothers and sisters, I want to encour-
age and convince you to be bona fide members of IASL. 
Please support the initiatives I will put in place in order to 
smoothly advocate, lobby, promote, and coordinate the de-
velopment of twenty first century school libraries in the entire 
African Continent.  

     Africa is not an exception to the development of libraries, 
we can compete favorably with other nations if we prioritize 
and the agenda important of school librarianship on top of 
our list of activities. Please liaise with my office and update 
me on any events taking place in your respective countries. 
Engage me in any school librarianship advocacy work and I 
will gladly assist. Lets meet, share, and network as school 
library enthusiasts. Let us join hands in monitoring and evalu-
ating school/teacher librarianship courses offered by our local 
African institutions of higher education. As a team let us al-
so  aggressively engage our policymakers and government 
officials to fund and maintain public school libraries in Africa.  

     Lastly, let us embrace and be abreast with the latest 
emerging technological innovations currently obtaining in 
school librarianship. To cap it all let me hasten to remind you 
that the children we serve are our future leaders, let us catch 
them young, inculcate a rigorous reading culture in all for-
mats (print and digital) and groom them to be independent 
and critical thinkers and researchers.  

Thank you! Siyabonga Lingadinwa lakusasa! 

NB: Siyabonga Lingadinwa lakusasa!
This means thank you so much in 
Ndebele and other Nguni Languages 
spoken in Southern Africa 

Jerry Mathema, 
Africa Regional Director 
jkmath1972@gmail.com  

Biography/ Profile 

V 
anja Jurilj is a graduate of note with an MA in Com-
parative Literature and Library Science. She works as 
a school librarian at Antuna Mihanovica Primary 
School in Zagreb, Croatia.  

     During her  tenure as the school librarian she has used all of 
her knowledge and enthusiasm to turn a small school library 
into a vibrant,  modern learning and resource center that 
would become the heart of the school.  

     She has initiated and developed a number of projects, the 
most notable ones being  the “Observe, express, 
change,”  “School as we want it,” and “Happiness as a educa-
tional goal.” Some of the relevant articles have been pub-
lished in several professional, scholarly, and referred journals 
and periodicals.  

     Since 2007 she has been involved in the Croatian Associa-
tion of School Librarians (CASL) in her quest to change the 
perception of school librarians and 
school libraries. As the President of the (continued on page 6) 

mailto:jkmath1972@gmail.com
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EUROPE REGIONAL DIRECTOR: VANJA JURILIJ (CONT.) 

VP ADVOCACY & PROMOTION: PATRICIA CARMICHAEL 

CASL since 2010, she has energetically intensified activities 
meant to position school libraries as respectable partners in 
professional development and enhancement. She has been 
instrumental in organizing several annual conferences and 
round tables at national level. She was part of 
the Commission that was responsible for drafting the new 
Standards for School Libraries, and a member of a team that 
is developing a Strategic Plan for developing a vibrant Croa-
tian librarianship by 2020. Since 2015 she is a member of IFLA 
School Libraries Standing Committee.  

     Vanja has avidly and vividly presented the Croatian library 
story  at various International Conferences of School Librari-
anship: 2009 in Padua, Italy;  2012 in Doha, Qatar;  2014 in Mos-
cow, Russia;  and 2015 at the IFLA-WLIC in Cape Town, South 
Africa. 

     As one could expect, she enjoys reading, especially poetry. 
Her favorite novels are: Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita, 
Marquez's One Hundred Years of Solitude, and Hesse's The 
Glass Bead Game. Her favorite poetess is Emily Dickinson. 

Open Letter to IASL Members 

     With its rich and long lasting traditions, Europe has given a 
great contribution to the development of culture and science. 
The milestone of that great tradition is, in my opinion, 

education based on the antic ideal and humanistic concept.  

     Even though it appears riddled with problems and set 
backs, the European educational system still contains all of 
those great ideals. Our intellectual heritage is interlaced with 
the words of famous thinkers, such as Wilhelm von Humboldt, 
who states that someone who is educated is able to create an 
adequate picture of the world. I strongly believe this is the 
truth. School libraries are great contributors in supporting 
these educational ideals. Furthermore, they can be the 
stepping stones of integrating these ideals with our 
contemporary needs.  

     If we can recognize the impact 
of our everyday work, 
uncompromisingly insist on doing 
our best, and utilize the power of 
knowledge we can not only 
advance school librarianship in 
Europe closer to our ideal – we can 
also advance our entire society as 
well.  

Vanja Jurilij, 
Europe Regional Director 
vanja.jurilij@gmail.com  

Biography/ Profile 

P 
atricia became a teacher in 1980. She has taught a 
variety of subjects as a classroom teacher, a teacher 
librarian, a Head of Department (art and English) in 
both secondary and primary schools in Australia. Her 

last major position was as Deputy Principal of St. Paul’s Col-
lege, a Lutheran independent rural secondary day and board-
ing school in NSW.  

     From 2014 to July 2015 Patricia lived in London, UK, setting 
up a brand new Enterprise Academy in West London as the 
Leader of Literacy across the school as well as the founding 
teacher librarian and art teacher in the new school. Since re-
turning to Australia, Patricia has worked part time as a re-
search assistant for Mobile Learning at the Australian Digital 
Futures Institute, University of Southern Queensland. 

     Patricia also holds honorary positions from the Internation-
al Association of School Librarianship and IFLA. She was the 
QLD nominee for the Australian Teacher Librarian of the Year 
Award 2006, and she accepted an Excellence in Education 
Award 2006 from the Australian College of Educators (ACE) 
for the Independent Learning Centre Project, an innovative 
centre which developed creativity and inquiry based learning. 
She was honoured to receive the Commendation Award for 
the 2008 Brian Bahnisch Award, a QLD state award, which 

recognizes collaboration to enhance student learning, and in 
2009, Patricia was also honoured to receive the Inaugural Alan 
Drury OAM Excellence in Teaching Award from the Queens-
land College of Teachers. 

     Patricia has presented and published papers and conducted 
workshops at national and international levels for teachers 
concerning literacy, information literacy, creativity, and inde-
pendent learning.  

     She is a professional artist and works in all mediums includ-
ing textiles. Her passions are art and animals, especially chick-
ens, cats, and goats. 

Patricia Carmichael 
VP Advocacy & Promotion 
isabell.rina@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Editor’s Note: unfortunately 
there is no open letter available 
for this Board member.] 

mailto:vanja.jurilij@gmail.com
mailto:isabell.rina@gmail.com


 

UNITED STATES REGIONAL DIRECTOR: TOM ADAMICH (CONT.) 

 

IASL Newsletter | June 2016 | Vol. 45, Issue 3                                                                                                                                          Page 7 

     I am also gratified that you embrace the mission of IASL as 
a promoter of effective school library programs and the role 
that those programs have in overall student success.  

     Furthermore, I am thankful that you enthusiastically advo-
cate the practice of preparing tomorrow’s school library pro-
fessionals; encouraging their efforts to grow as career school 
library professionals; fostering their desire to form strong 
bonds with other professions who educate children and 
youth; and celebrating their successes as they explore school 
librarianship’s questions and challenges through thoughtful, 
published research.  

     Finally, I welcome you to join me in our future efforts to 
create engaging, entertaining programs to share school librar-
ianship ideas, concepts, and best practices (which include 
ways to promote the lifelong love of reading, to build the gift 
of individual information inquiry, and to understand how to 
best communicate important concepts across cultures, 

among others).   

     The success of such efforts can only be realized when IASL 
members work together as one collective voice— sharing 
that voice at numerous levels within IASL— as individual IASL 
members in regional organizations (such as the Nordic School 
Library Association), IASL representatives within IASL, and 
IASL representatives who deliver our message to other part-
ner organizations (the International Federation of Library As-
sociation’s (IFLA) School Library Sec-
tion, the International Reading Associa-
tion (IRA), and the International Board 
on Books for Young People (IBBYP) 
among others). 

Tom Adamich, 
United States Regional Director 
vls@tusco.net  

PENMAN & WINTON, NEW IASL SECRETARIAT 

B 
eginning on January 1, 2016, IASL entered into a 
contractual agreement with Penman & Winton Con-
sulting located in Jefferson City, Missouri (USA), as 
the new secretariat.   

     Penman & Winton is a Jefferson City based governmental 
consulting and association management firm established in 
1994 by D. Scott Penman and David Winton.  Penman & Win-
ton provides association management to organization groups 
of all sizes. This service is specifically designed to accommo-
date organizations that may not need a physical office or full 
time staff.  As a liaison between the board of directors and 
the association members, Penman & Winton tailors its ser-
vices to meet each association's unique needs, specific ser-
vices include:  Office Management; Board and Committee De-
velopment; Membership Services; Planning and Execution of 

Events; Financial Management; Image Development; and Oth-
er tasks and duties as assigned by the organization. 

     Penman & Winton’s immediate goals for IASL are to in-
crease the number of IASL members, establish a stronger 
online presence, and get to know the members of the associ-
ation. IASL members are welcome and encouraged to contact 
any member of the Penman & Winton staff if you have any 
questions or need assistance regarding happenings within the 
organization. The Penman & Winton team looks forward to 
helping IASL grow into the best global librarian community 
that it can be.  Additional information on Penman & Winton 
may be found at www.penman-winton.com.   

     Penman & Winton staff members, Jill Hancock and Scott 
Penman, look forward to meeting IASL members at the up-
coming IASL Conference in Tokyo.   

IASL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: JILL HANCOCK 

J 
ill has been with Penman & Winton Consulting Group, 
since 2002, where she serves as Director of Manage-
ment Services.  Prior to joining Penman & Winton, she 
served as a Boards & Commissions Associate in the 

Missouri Governor's Office and a Constituent Specialist for a 
former United States Senator.  Jill is an integral part of Pen-
man & Winton, responsible for overseeing all aspects of client 
management, client event planning, and management of the 
firm.  She has a particular expertise in strengthening associa-
tions and client organizations.   

     Jill has overseen many client successes throughout her ten-
ure at Penman & Winton, including successfully transitioning 

multiple new client associations from financial uncertainty 
and struggling operational models to the successful associa-
tion management model that Penman & Winton utilizes with 
each of its associations.  She has overseen over 100 successful 
annual conferences that have ranged in size from 25 to more 
than 1,300 attendees.  Jill also manages multiple annual oper-
ating budgets ranging in size from $20,000 to $1.5 million, and 
has implemented many new programs within associations 
that have resulted in new revenue generation equal to 10-15% 
of that association's annual operating budget.  Under Jill's 
leadership, Penman & Winton continuously meets, and many 
times exceeds, the annual goals set 
forth by each association's Board of (continued on page 8) 

mailto:vls@tusco.net
http://www.penman-winton.com


IASL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: JILL HANCOCK (CONT.) 
Directors. 

    Jill attended the University of Missouri in Columbia, where she received a Bachelor of Science 
degree. She remains an avid Mizzou sports fan.  A Missouri native, Jill lives in Holts Summit, Mis-
souri with her two daughters.  In her free time, she enjoys spending time with her family, partici-
pating in her children's school and community activities, and travelling. 

Jill Hancock, 
IASL Executive Director 
jill@penman-winton.com  
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“FEATURED LIBRARIAN” CANDIDATES NEEDED 

IASL TECHNOLOGY & MEMBERSHIP CONTACT: ALEXANDRA KRUS 

A 
lexandra is the contact person for items relating to 
technology for IASL.  She is a Membership Manage-
ment Specialist at Penman & Winton Consulting 
Group, where she began working in 2016.   

     She graduated in December of 2015 from the University of 
Missouri in Columbia with a Bachelor of Arts in Organizational 
Communication and a Bachelor of Arts in International Stud-
ies, with emphases in Environmental Studies and Spanish. Dur-
ing her time in college, she spent four and a half months stud-
ying abroad in Peru at The Pontifical Catholic University, 
where she gained her fluency in Spanish.  

     Prior to working at Penman & Winton, she utilized her com-
munication skills by interning at a variety of organizations, 
including Route Fair Trade, Titley Scientific, and Course Hero. 
Her duties included social media development, constructing 
press releases and newsletters, customer retention, and new 
prospect acquisition.  

     At Penman & Winton, Alexandra assists with conference 
and event planning, website editing and design, and maintain-
ing healthy relationships with the company's associates and 
their members. For IASL, Alexandra regularly updates iasl-
online.org and works closely with members on membership 
renewals. Alexandra and Carol Youssif, IASL’s Information 
Coordinator and Newsletter Editor have worked closely to 
improve the association’s social media presence and efficacy. 

     Because Alexandra very much enjoyed her time spent as a 
Mizzou student, she continues to live 
in Columbia, Missouri. In her free time, 
she enjoys hiking, kickboxing, reading, 
attempting DIY home decor projects, 
and most importantly, spending time 
with her dog. 

Alexandra Krus, 
Technology & Membership Contact 
alexandra@penman-winton.com  

D 
o you know any school librarian who tirelessly ad-
vocates for his or her students? A librarian who 
deserves to be recognized for his or her outstand-
ing efforts? 

     IASL’s Social Media has began a new event and honor 
called “Featured Librarian” which will run quarterly, where a 
member of the Association will be highlighted on Facebook 
and Twitter, as well as the newsletter. 

     Here are the general guidelines for nomination: 

 Members can only nominate other members, not self. 
Non-IASL members are not eligible 

 Candidates’ must have a valid e-mail and mailing address 

 Those who wish to nominate a librarian must send an 
email to the Information Coordinator for review 

 Only the Information Coordinator will contact the nomi-
nees 

     Once a “Featured Librarian” has been chosen, Mrs. Youssif 
will send a short questionnaire to the nominee. He or she will 
then receive a certificate and his or her photo and story will 
be shared across IASL’s Social Media platforms. There is no 
monetary gift involved in this honor.   

     We want to see the faces of IASL members, learn more 
about their libraries and projects, and be inspired by their 
actions. This is in no way a competition, but a much needed 
opportunity to recognize those who do so much for others. 

      Nominations for the upcoming “Featured Librarian” can 
now be sent to the Information Coordinator. For any ques-
tions, please get in touch with her. 

Carol Youssif 
IASL Information Coordinator 
Taipei American School, Middle School Library 
youssifc@tas.tw  

mailto:jill@penman-winton.com
iasl-online.org
iasl-online.org
mailto:alexandra@penman-winton.com
mailto:youssifc@tas.tw
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A 
ny individual members of IASL who are unable to attend an Annual 

General Meeting may designate another individual IASL member to 

vote on his or her behalf using the form below. Proxy voting may oc-

cur in the election of officers and directors and in any matter of sub-

stance upon which there is to be a record of votes counted.  

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANSHIP (IASL) 

INC. PROXY VOTING FORM – ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

I, _______________________________ of _____________________________________ 

(Personal, Institution, or Association address) being a member of the association, appoint 

________________________________ of ______________________________________ 

(Personal, Institution, or Association address) as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the 

Annual General Meeting of the association, to be held at Meiji University, Tokyo, Japan in 

August 2016 and at any adjournment of the meeting. 

Signed this _________ day of ____________, ____________ (Day, Month, Year). 

Signature ___________________________________________________________. 

Candidates for the position of President 

Mark ONE box below with an X to vote for the candidate of your choice. 

 

     Katy Manck    

      

     Lesley Farmer 

 

Before July 25, 2016: 

MAIL TO: 

IASL Secretariat 

P.O. Box 684 

Jefferson City, MO 65102 

USA 

EMAIL: jill@penman-winton.com  

 

 

IASL 2016 PROXY VOTING FORM 

mailto:jill@penman-winton.com

