School Librarians: Harnessing Advocacy Skills in the Age of Web 2.0 Technologies
Workshop Presented by COMLA/LIAJA/IASL

The facilitators for the workshop include: Ms. Elizabeth F. Watson, Ms. Sasekea Harris, Mrs. Pauline Nicholas, and Mr. Gerald R. Brown.
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Ms. Elizabeth F. Watson is currently employed to the University of the West Indies (UWI), Cave Hill Campus, Barbados, as the Campus Librarian. Prior to this, she was the founding librarian for the Learning Resource Centre (LRC), Cave Hill. The LRC began as a dimension of the campus’ information resources. Ms. Watson was however instrumental in developing a marketing strategy and a collection development plan, which positioned the centre to become the largest hub for audiovisual collection at the tertiary level in the Anglophone Caribbean. Ms. Watson has also served as the President of the Commonwealth Library Association (COMLA) from 1995-2002 and is currently the Interim President for 2011/2012. Her research interests include: Barbadian popular music and sound archiving. In this regard, she has made several thought provoking presentations at the national and international levels. She has also published three monographs on Barbadian calypsonians; of note is her seminal work – “Red Plastic Bag of Ragga Ragga Fame”.
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Ms. Sasekea Harris has been employed at the University of the West Indies (UWI), Mona Campus, Jamaica, as a cataloger since 2008. Prior to this she served as the Director for Library & Media Services at the International University of the Caribbean (IUC) where she managed four libraries in Jamaica and one in the Cayman Islands. She also lectured part-time at IUC and is an occasional lecturer in the Department of Library & Information Studies (DLIS), UWI. She is the holder of two Masters degree (Library and Information Studies and Government: Public Sector Management) and is currently completing work on her doctoral thesis which focuses on the nexus between librarianship and development with the objective of raising the image of librarianship. She has the distinction of being a Jay Jordan IFLA / OCLC Early Career Development Fellow, which provided her with the opportunity to visit several leading libraries within the United States and Europe where she was exposed to best practices in these institutions. Ms. Harris is a keen advocate for initiatives which seek to elevate the status of librarianship at the local and international levels.
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Mrs. Pauline Nicholas currently serves in the capacity as Electronic Reference Librarian, University of the West Indies (UWI), Mona Campus, Jamaica. Prior to this she was the Information Specialist for the Mona School of Business, UWI, Mona Campus, Jamaica. Mrs. Nicholas has specialized training in school librarianship and in librarianship in general, at the baccalaureate and post baccalaureate levels, respectively. She has a special interest in digital services, virtual services and second life as tools for enhancing the image and place of librarians in the Web 2.0 era. In this regard, she has written articles, conducted workshops and has made a number of stimulating presentations on Web 2.0 technologies and the ways in which libraries can use these to enhance their relevancy and currency in the Web 2.0 age. Further, in partnership with the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) she introduced virtual library reference services in Jamaica. Also, as the 2008 Fulbright Scholar, her research focus was digital reference services and its implications for the library as a place in developing countries. Mrs. Nicholas is a recipient of the Jay Jordan IFLA/OCLC Early Career Development Fellowship and she currently serves as the President of the Library and Information Association of Jamaica (LIAJA).  
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Mr. Gerald R. Brown served as the Chief Librarian in the Winnipeg School Division, Manitoba, Canada, the largest of six public school divisions in Winnipeg, serving 77 schools and over 32,000 students. He functioned in this capacity from 1978 to 1992. Mr. Brown has also travelled as an independent consultant and workshop leader in forty nine countries around the world. He has been a member of the International Association of School Librarianship (IASL) since 1982, and has served on the Board in a variety of capacities from 1989 to 2009. He has the distinction of being the Honorary Ambassador for IASL since 1998. Mr. Brown has also coordinated the work of the Special Interest Group - International Development, from 1998 to 2008; and has compiled and indexed the IASL archives until 2007.  He has served on many committees for the Manitoba School Library Association and the Canadian Association of School Librarians during his career. Mr. Brown is a devote activist for the development of school libraries and librarianship in developed and developing countries.
 







