Double the Power of Story: 

Create a Story Hour that Contributes to 

Reading Comprehension While

Exploring Internal and External Worlds 

Eleanor B. Howe

Librarian

Pine-Richland School District 

USA

School and public librarians and teachers who read aloud to elementary children can use techniques that empower children with increased language arts skills, social skills, and cultural awareness. This paper presents research-based recommended strategies for reading aloud that both improve listening and reading comprehension and develop literary appreciation. Themes and topics of stories selected can supplement or reinforce curricular learning and explore thoughts, feelings, and behaviors. Children practice social skills and respect for others while listening to and discussing stories.  Includes are tips for making story hour an enjoyable experience that develops a reading culture.  

Reading aloud to children is a usually a very pleasurable experience for both the reader and the listener. It can also contribute to children’s academic, personal, social, and cultural awareness and growth. As an academic enrichment activity story hour can increase the listeners’ exposure to language and literature through a variety of vicarious experiences. It can also contribute to children’s listening and reading comprehension skills when the reader uses recommended read-aloud techniques. Secondly, the stories selected can facilitate children’s awareness of their internal and external worlds by exploring their own and others’ thoughts, feelings, behaviors, and cultures. 

……………..

Research on Reading Aloud and the Development of Language Arts Skills


Over the years researchers have repeatedly concluded that reading aloud correlates with children's success in school (Smolkin, Conlon, & Yaden, 1988; Strickland, Morrow, Feitelson, & Iraqi, 1990) and that "the single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success in reading is reading aloud to children" (Anderson, Hiebert, Scott, & Wilkinson, 1985, p.33). Reading aloud had the additional benefit of creating "a pleasure connection between the child and print" (Trelease, 1995, p.46).  

5. Use a Generic Lesson Plan That Enhances Listening and Comprehension
Research provides some general recommendations about which techniques readers can use before, during, and after reading aloud (Howe, 2000; Rosenhouse et al., 1997). What appears to be significant for listening comprehension during story hour are 

………

Pre-listening Activities. Get the students’ attention and get rid of distractions (Brownell, 1986; Burns & Flowers, 1997; Freeman, 1992). Then stimulate their interest by 
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