Dear Minister (Secretary/Permanent Secretary) of Education,

On Monday, October 22nd, 2007, students and school library staff around the world will celebrate the eighth annual International School Library Day, which was first proclaimed by Dr Blanche Woolls (then President of IASL), in 1999 and reaffirmed by the current IASL President, Peter Genco, in 2005. This day has the support of a number of International, National, and State school library associations such as International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), Canadian Association for School Libraries (CASL) and State Library Association of Victoria (SLAV).  The aim of this special day is to celebrate school libraries and to highlight the importance of school library programs in the education of our children.

Research shows that student achievement increases with access to school libraries with well-funded curriculum-based collections, strong school library programs, and professionally qualified teacher-librarians who work collaboratively with classroom teachers. In addition, students become better readers when the have access to a school library and books to read.  Specifically:

· students get a large portion of their reading materials from libraries 

· students read more when they have a comfortable place to read 

· free voluntary reading has an impact on reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling ability, grammar usage and writing style 

· access to books and magazines predicts higher reading achievement 

· an ample supply of books is key to the fostering of independent and engaged readers, particularly second language learners 

· students who read more typically have higher literacy development as well as higher student achievement 

· standardized scores tend to be 10 to 20% higher in schools with an investment of well-stocked, well-equipped school libraries, managed by qualified and motivated pro​fessional teacher-librarians working with support staff. 

Many of the research studies can be found on the International Association of School Librarianship’s webpage [http://www.iasl-online.org/research/].  In particular, we would draw your attention to School Libraries Make a Difference to Student Achievement. 
In common with many schools around the world, the International Association of School Librarianship (IASL) will be celebrating International School Library Day with some special activities communicating the role of school libraries in education, society, and culture.  Across the globe, teacher-librarians will be holding book fairs, celebrating excellence in school library programs, distributing newsletters, hosting guest speakers, and linking up with community organizations to highlight the vital role of school libraries in the lives of our children. 

As the leader for education in your country/province/territory, it is hoped that you will declare the fourth Monday of October as national/provincial/territorial school library day.  Demonstrating your support by attending any of the celebrations is also encouraged and will certainly be appreciated.

For further information on International School Library Day in your area, please contact ________________________or visit the International School Library Day website [http://www.iasl-online.org/events/isld/index.htm].
I look forward to hearing about your support for school libraries in your country/province/territory.

Sincerely,

