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Introduction
The object of this document is to show a general overview of the participation of the library sector in fostering reading for leisure as a social practice. Latin America is a region start in Mexico and Finish in Argentina, is   integrated with 26 countries, most of them are Spanish native language, except Brazil its language is Portuguese, and some Caribbean Island: French, English, Netherlander. The total population is  and  total libraries  ( See more details sheet attached)

Reading is been incorporated to the programs of the political, economic, educational,  academic and library sectors of Latin American countries. In this respect, Didier Álvarez Zapata says that in the last 50 years, this topic has permeated the social and state discourse of the region.
  

During these years, significant advances have occurred in:

· The removal of illiteracy,

· The increase of the population’s educational level,

· The increase of the number of public libraries,

· The reading spaces organized by the society,

· The varied editorial offer,

· The activities to foster reading for leisure.  
However, is in the present that governments are doing   aggressive national campaigns to eradicate illiteracy, education exclusion, also to reinforce to offer equal opportunities for education and access to information, reading and books, as well, reading promotion, more and better libraries, because the information society is pushing the nations to eliminate social breaches in order to eliminate the obstacles to reach homogeneous development in the whole world. 

Fostering reading in the Latin American region

Since the 1980’s there is a clear intention of focusing the efforts of the Latin American library on a reading society. At present, the promotion of reading is fully incorporated to the mission of the public library. In spite of all these efforts, reading and writing poses severe problems due to inequality in the access to written culture, which worsens the historical exclusion of some social sectors by limiting the benefit information can bring to them.

The main problems of our region with various development levels can be summarized as follows:

1. Illiteracy

-
11% (36 million) of the population in Latin America states that they do not know how to read and write.

-
In 11 out of 24 countries, the population older than 15 has a 10-20% illiteracy rate of both men and women, but women have a higher percentage.

2. Education

-
25% of the young people do not complete primary school (do not complete the 6 sears of basic education).

-
64% of the children do not complete the primary school in 4 countries of Central America.

-
40% of the Latin American population does not even start the junior high school (3 years after the 6-year basic education).

3. Low quantity and quality reading. Reading of materials that do not enrich the language or cultural capital of the readers.

4. Problems to understand contents. 

5. Inadequate incorporation of the reading for leisure practice.

6. Uneven distribution of the possibilities to access books and reading.

7. Public library and librarians with limitations to carry out corrective actions to mandatory reading and low reading.

8. The number of public libraries is not sufficient. There are approximately 14,616 public libraries for a total population of 551,764,000.

9. The number of school libraries is less than 1%. So that public libraries majority of their services supply school libraries services.

10. The promotion of reading is addressed mainly to children.

- Vacation program

- Weekly reading activities at the libraries

11. The programs to r reading promoting are not continued (interruptions, lack of support, changes in orientation).

12. Lack of trained librarians to design and create new activities to reading promoting

13. Insufficient library resources.

14. Unequal distribution of equipment to access Internet.

15. Lack of user training programs.

16. Little activity to reading promotion in other places.

(See statistical data attached)

Other problems are:

1. Information is not easy accessible

2. Very few studies that show the reality of the progress on reading, social reading practices, or the effects of the reading and book promotion activities

3. Lack of information actualized statistics 

4. Lack of national census of reading practices

5. Original and creative experiences to promote reading and books but there very few report about them. There aren’t the use to write reports 

6. There are many other reading promotion activities organized for different groups but not include fostering libraries

7. Public libraries are not used to promote reading out of their walls

Latin American meetings

Several regional meetings have been organized to solve the above problems, such as:

· 1991- IV Encuentro de Ministerios de Cultura y responsables de las Políticas Culturales de América Latina y del Caribe (IV Encounter of Culture Ministries and people in charge of Cultural Policies of Latin America and the Caribbean) in which it was agreed to:

· Design mechanisms to promote and stimulate children and teenager reading with the premise that readers are not born, they are made.

· 1998- IV Reunión de Expertos de Políticas de Lectura y Bibliotecas Públicas en América Latina (IV Meeting of Experts in Reading and Public Libraries Policies in Latin America) held in 1998. One of its recommendations was:

· Drive  research addressed to knowing the situation of reading in the region.

· 2003- XIII Cumbre Iberoamericana (XIII Spanish and Latin American Summit), the presidents gathered stated the following:

· The importance of reading as a real instrument for social inclusion and a basic factor for the social, cultural and economic development of our countries.

· Reading is an activity that must be assumed consciously and expressed in social practices.

· Link reading to the cultural structure and involve all the social sectors through a long-term sustained plan.

· Review the implicit and explicit reading policies which do not correspond any longer to the current reality.

· 2004- Primera Reunión para la Formulación de una agenda de Políticas de Lectura (First Meeting to Make an Agenda of Reading Policies) with the participation of the responsible people in 21 countries of the National Reading Plans called by CERLALC and the OEI in the Plan Iberaomericano de Lectura (ILIIMITA),
 (program of the Cumbre de Jefes de Estado program y de Gobierno de Iberoamérica [Summit of Heads of State and Government of Spain and Latin America]). Here, the attendants committed to organize governments, the private sector and the society in general for Spain and Latin America to start and continue immediate long-term actions in favor of reading.

National Reading Plans

Only 8 out of the 21 countries of the Latin American region have developed national reading plans:

	 
	Country
	Reading Plan
	Agency
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	Argentina
	Plan Nacional de Lectura (National Reading Plan)
	Ministerio de Educación, Ciencia y Tecnología (Ministry of Education, Science and Technology)
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	Brazil
	Programa Fome de Livro (Book foster Program)
	Ministerio de Cultura (Ministry of Culture)
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	Cuba
	Programa Nacional por la Lectur

 HYPERLINK "http://www.min.cult.cu/programas/textos/programanaclectura.html" \t "_blank" a (National Reading Program)
	Ministerio de Cultura (Ministry of Culture)
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	Colombia
	Plan Nacional de Lectura y Bibliotecas
"Leer Libera" (National Reading and Library Plan “Reading Liberates”)
	Ministerio de Cultura (Ministry of Culture)
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	Ecuador
	Campaña de Lectura “Eugenio Espejo” (Eugenio Espejo Reading Campaign)
	Ministerio de Educación y Cultura (Ministry of Education and Culture)

	 
	El Salvador 
	Programa Nacional de Lectura (National Reading Program)
	Ministerio de Educación (Ministry of Education)
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	México
	Programa del Fomento de la Lectura y el Libro
“Hacia un país de lectores” (Reading and Book Foster Program “Towards a country of readers”)
	Consejo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes –CONACULTA- (National Council for Culture and Arts)

Secretaría de Educación Pública -SEP- (Secretariat of Public Education)
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	Venezuela
	“Todos por la lectura” (All in favor of reading)
	Ministerio de Educación, Cultura y Deportes (Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports)


The Library Institution in the Agenda of the Reading Policies

The library institution is an important part of the reading policies. Thus, it is considered indispensable to:

· Create and update the libraries and other reading spaces within the public schools as a tool in the education of reading and writing students and teachers.

· Foster the creation and updating of public libraries in order for them to attend the reading needs of the community, with a plural and proper offer of books and other information support; also, to acknowledge the basic role of libraries in the formation of readers and writers.

· Create national, regional and municipal public library systems.

· Create, strengthen and qualify programs of initial and ongoing education for librarian teachers and other actors that become reading mediators.

· Support other reading spaces: hospitals, jails, massive transportation means, and shelters.

· Increase reading promotion programs addressed to the toddlers and families.

· Contribute to preserving verbal culture and tradition, as well as their preservation through the written language.

· Participate, together with all the society, in socially, economically and territorially isolated groups.

· National literacy, book foster, reading foster and library plans.

· Change of the concepts that hinder the creation of society organization initiatives in favor of reading and writing.

Actions recommended by the Agenda of the Reading Policies

· Create significant reading and writing experiences that promote the use of several quality reading materials in various genres and formats.
· Design and implement from the libraries, permanent reading and writing promotion programs addressed to various community groups.
· Strengthen the links of the libraries with other entities that promote various cultural expressions.
· Create and update the school libraries and other reading spaces in public schools as an indispensable instrument in the formation of students and teachers who read and produce written texts.
· Form teachers and librarians as authentic readers and writers in such a way that they can be effective mediators of reading and writing.
· Expand the scopes of the bilingual inter-cultural educational programs.
· Enforce the right of reading and writing of boys, girls and teenagers with some kind of disability.
· Attend the recommendations of the Manifesto of the UNESCO which emphasizes the need to implement policies for the school libraries to become spaces to form readers and writers.
· Create and strengthen programs to form students and teachers as readers and writers.
· Develop projects to promote reading within the school environment.
· Promote research on reading and writing problems in the universities and learning centers.
· Systematization of the valuable experiences carried out by other actors in several countries of the region.
· Take advantage of the existing international cooperation mechanisms.
· Exchange of experiences within each country.
· Create, strengthen and qualify initial and ongoing formation programs for teachers, librarians and other actors to become reading and writing mediators.
· Develop formation and updating experiences through which the mediators continue their formation process and acknowledge themselves as readers and producers of text.
· Incorporate the promotion of reading to the professional formation programs.
· Design and implement, from the libraries, permanent programs to promote reading and writing addressed to various community groups.
Research recommendations of the Agenda of the Reading Policies
Review the historical approach to this kind of studies and complement it to make available to the governments, the book industry and the general public, clear and accurate information about the population’s reading habits.

Use a module tool that responds to the reading measurement needs of the governments according to their unique characteristics.

Have common indicators to compare the reading behavior indexes among the countries that share similar realities from the economic to the cultural environments.

Support the national reading plans under development through the implementation of an instrument that supports the diagnosis of reading habits nationwide.

Develop a method procedure that, unified at regional level, opens the possibility of requesting and obtaining resources from the international financing organizations to be applied in as many countries as possible.
Components of the Reading Evaluation Project

The project consists of six components that will result in, as final product, a Method to Measure the Reading Behavior in the Spanish-speaking Countries.

Diagnosis of the studies that have been developed to measure the reading habits in the region.

Definition of the indicators to measure the reading behavior which will be developed by modules as information deepening levels.

Integration of a statistics chapter to collect and process information.

Present and future of reading promotions in countries that have a Development Plan

ARGENTINA “Plan Nacional de Lectura” (National Reading Plan)

Object: 

· To organize the reading nationwide and provincial strategies as the axis that crosses the set of school homework and is present as an every-day experience in all the educational spaces of the country.

· Recover and strengthen the role of books in the educational system and transform the reading practices in the school environment.

Actions
1. Carry out campaigns and seminars addressed to the formation and training of teachers and librarians to exchange experiences about reading and readers.

2. National and regional meetings.

3. Teachers as readers (research with the teachers about the several ways of reading).

4. Reading and the community (develop reading practices).

Reading
It is proposed that reading, as the axis that crosses the set of school homework, occurs as an every-day experience in all schools and educational spaces of the country to expand the community of readers.

Reading and Public Libraries

	Bibliotecas Populares (CONABIP)( (Popular Libraries)
	2000

	Bibliotecas Públicas  (DGLPL)( (Public Libraries)
	43  are located in the City of Buenos Aires


Furthermore, the strategic plan intends to consolidate the formation of the general population from the idea of considering libraries as public spaces for the formation and promotion of information with the following programs: “Leer el presente” (“Reading the Present”) cycle which the ongoing updating of the book material, according to the needs of the zone, computerization of libraries, input and concentration of the book catalogue, creation of libraries for blind citizens, literary activities (reading topic workshops).
 “Latinoamérica lee” (Latin America reads).- It has the object of recovering the pleasure of reading in children and adults. Its goal is to distribute 18,000 books in twelve countries of the region. It has the support of the OEIA and CERLALC to continue with the project.

The National Reading Plan includes the following:

· Delivery of books and libraries to the schools that are more in need in the country for the students and teachers to have access to wider variety and a higher amount of literature texts.

· Work together with the provinces to establish and consolidate the plans, programs or actions to promote reading at schools.

· Teams of specialists, narrators and writers train the teachers and libraries to form readers.

· Create Reading Promotion Centers in each province to work as reference places for the provincial activities.

BRAZIL  “Programa Forme de Livro” (Book Fostering Program)  (Project integrated to the Public Policy of Reading and Public Libraries) 

Object

· To ensure and democratize access of all societies to books and reading.

· To achieve the understanding of the value of reading and writing as indispensable instruments for the people to exploit fully their human capabilities.

· To participate effectively in society, improve its educational level and strengthen its democratic values.

Actions

1. Democratize access to books.

2. promote reading.

3. Valuation of books.

Note: the program sets forth each one of the strategies to follow in order to carry out the above actions of the program.
Reading and Public Libraries

The program of rural libraries called “Arca de las Letras” (Chest of Letters) developed by the social organization linked to the Ministry of Agricultural Development, together with the Secretariat of Territory Development.

In 2004, 103 Arks of Letters were implemented, but the goal is to establish other 479 libraries installed in rural communities of the Brazilian semi-arid provinces.

· Programa Letramentos Múltiplos para Itapajé (Multiple Texts for Itapajé Program).- it considers reading and writing as a tool of empowerment and social inclusion.

· Object: to contribute to the use of the reading-wiring in various school disciplines, develop reading-writing processes in the communities and form reading and writing communities.

Asociación de Lectura de Brasil (Brazil Reading Association).- Its object is to promote the critical debate of reading, the development of studies and research on reading, as well as to organize congresses and seminars.
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There is a Web site about the year of reading with the name of Viva leitura. 2005 año ibero-americano da leitura (Up with Reading. 2005 Spain and Latin America Year of Reading)

It has several programs and projects that are carried out in communities and cities of Brazil. They are all related to reading and the development of public libraries, such as:

· Sao Paulo: Objective: to democratize access to books by implementing and reviving libraries and reading rooms. 
· Biblioteca Barca dos Livros (Book Boat Library) whose objective is to build and energize a traveling boat-library.
· Biblioteca Pública da Prodesul (Public Library of Prodesul) whose object is to provide access to traditional and digital reading of the population of Teixeira de Freitas. ()

Another project is “Ler também é uma paixão” (Reading is also a pleasure) (UNESCO) whose object is to popularize the habit of reading through the distribution of chronicles and stories about football soccer in the Brazilian stadiums. (http://www.unesco.org.br/eventos/ler/mostra_evento)

COLOMBIA  Plan Nacional de Lectura y Bibliotecas “Leer Libera” (PLNB) (“Reading Liberates” National Reading and Libraries Plan)
Object:
· To increase the reading and writing levels; to strengthen and rationalize the services offered by the Colombian public and school libraries and, in this way, to ease access of all the population to information, knowledge and entertainment.

Actions

1. Strengthen the development of libraries to consolidate the Red Nacional de Bibliotecas Públicas (National Network of Public Libraries).

2. Improve of the book production and circulation systems.

3. Carry out reading-writing literacy, promotion and fostering activities.

4. Integrate an Information System to follow up and evaluate the PLNB.

5. Create divulging plans through several mass media about the strategies and advances of the reading activities.

Reading
It is a free will act that enables the development of a critical and reflective attitude towards the world. It is an act that leads to spirit growth rather than the mere accumulation of knowledge. Reading can be fun just as riding bicycle, climbing trees of flying kites.

Reading and Public Libraries

The National Plan of Reading and Libraries sets forth that the Nation will provide individual collections of at least 3,000 books and complementary audio-visual material to the public libraries of Colombia. The goals are: to benefit 45% of the Colombian population with library and reading room services; to strengthen and provide, through the National Library Network, 500 public and private libraries; to increase the reading average of the population to 3.5 books per year; the public libraries must be spaces that encourage the encounter and participation of communities to enable self-formation.

The Biblioteca Nacional (National Library) through the Grupo de Bibliotecas Públicas (Group of Public Libraries) coordinates the Red Nacional de Bibliotecas Públicas (RNBP National Network of Public Libraries) and carries out the following activities:

· Strengthen public libraries;

· Train public librarians;

· Organize and keep the public library information system;

· Carry out national reading campaigns and programs;

· Participate in and cooperate with international associations.

The ambassador of Japan in Colombia and the Minister of Culture of Colombia will subscribe an agreement to finance the construction of 8 public libraries in several municipalities. International help has already built similar libraries in other 26 municipalities (June 2005).
CUBA  “Programa Nacional por la Lectura” (National Reading Program)

Object:

· To propose the coordination of the efforts of all the organizations, institutions, groups and people of the country interested in promoting books and reading within our population (This is the main objective as the program contains 9 other objectives).
Actions

1. Form reading habits.

2. Re-orient reading material.

3. Diversify the reading habit.

Reading and Public Libraries
The General Consul of Spain in Cuba, on behalf of his government, delivered to the José Martí National Library a donation of several copies of the book Don Quijote de la Mancha to commemorate its 400th anniversary to be distributed to 401 Cuban public libraries.
MEXICO “Programa de Fomento de la Lectura y del Libro. Hacia un país de lectores” (“Towards a Country of Readers” Reading and Book Fostering Program)

Object
· To create and divulge a culture that fosters quality books and reading that generates a growing number of readers and a more intensive reading practice as the best means for learning, information and personal and social development.

Actions
1. Strengthen libraries and library assets of basic education, schools of teachers and teacher centers.

2. Form and update reading promoters.

3. Strengthen university libraries and information centers.

4. Expand reading workshops and rooms of high school and college institutions.

5. Increase the number of book fairs.

6. Strengthen, modernize and create public libraries.

Reading is a basic component of education and human development. Reading expands and improves knowledge, the way to see oneself and integrate to the world, the understanding of social processes, and of the needs of a country.

Reading and Public Libraries

The National Program includes several programs to develop reading:

· Antología Iberoamericana de Cuentos para Niños (Spain and Latin American Anthology of Children Tales)

· Programa Nacional de Salas de Lectura (National Reading Rooms Program)

· Fondos Mixtos para el Fomento de la Lectura (Mixed Funds to Foster Reading)

· Programa Leamos de la Mano de Papá y Mamá (“Let’s read with Father and Mother” Program) (it is a network of institutions and people that work in the children and family reading rooms).

The goals of the development of the National Network of Public Libraries are as follows:

· Install a minimum of 1,100 new libraries to reduce the number of inhabitants per public library.
· Develop a rehabilitation program for municipal public libraries in order to develop and streamline the information and inquiry services.

There is a Ley de Fomento para la Lectura y el Libro (Law to Foster Reading and Books). Its main objective is to foster reading and books, as well as to promote the production, distribution divulgation and quality improvement of Mexican books and ease its access to all the Mexican population.

The “Para leer de boleto en el metro” program (To read quickly on board of the Underground) is a book loan program independent from the libraries. It intends to foster reading in the users of the underground transportation system (the “Metro”) and improve the sharing relationship on board of the trains.

VENEZUELA  “Todos por la lectura” (All for Reading) National Reading Plan

Objective:

· To increase social participation in the promotion and exercise of reading and writing;
· To increase identification, knowledge and valuation of the local, national, regional and international cultures through reading and writing;

· To develop research about the status of reading and formation of specialists in promoting reading.

Actions

1. Strengthen the various literacy programs and the formation of readers in all the country.

2. Drive and deepen the bilingual inter-cultural literacy processes.

3. Strengthen and develop the libraries of the educational system of the country.

4. Strengthen the National Network of Public Libraries in its 24 state networks.

5. Start a wide process of formation of reading promoters.

6. Strengthen the publishing potential of the country through publishing, distributing and divulging books.

7. Promote inter-institutional agreements between the public and the private sectors.

8. Start the study and research on reading skills and experience.

9. Design and apply an evaluation and follow-up program for the Plan.

Reading
It is a process of intense mental activity which is cognitive, linguistic and socializing at the same time. Furthermore, it is possible to strengthen the national identity and value the ethnical, cultural and language diversity of the country. Reading is a voluntary activity. It must not be forced or mandatory.
Reading and Public Libraries
The National Reading Plan has a topic on the National Network of Public Libraries, whose purposes are to:

· Strengthen the national network of public libraries by increasing and updating their collections and expanding their coverage to the municipalities.

· Coordinate the program to form reading promoters in all the national territory with all the other entities involved in the performance of the Plan.

· Establish and supervise the permanent coordination of the public libraries and the school libraries for the purposes of this Plan.

· Prepare and divulge the lists of interesting works and adapt them to the reading demands of the readers of various locations and social and economical levels.

· Participate in the follow-up and evaluation system of the development of the Plan.

Banco del Libro de Venezuela (Venezuela Book Bank) has several programs focused on reading activities, such as:

· Tendiendo puentes con la lectura (Building bridges with reading)

· Refréscate leyendo (Refresh by reading)

· Leer para vivir (Reading for living)
· Several collections, such as:  Formemos lectores (Let’s form readers), Para para clave (For coding), Enlaces con la crítica (Links to criticism) y el Banco del Libro recomienda (The Book Bank recommends).
· It offers an on-line course for forming reading promoters that allows the participants to have a wide historical and cultural vision of the act of reading which will allow them to value reading as an individual and social practice.
COUNTRIES WITHOUT DEVELOPMENT PLANS.- ACTIONS TO PROMOTE READING

BOLIVIA (
National Reading Plan based on the following: Strengthening of the Book Bank and the School Library Network, Implementation of the Spain and Latin American Reading Year, Participation in Book Fairs, Approval of the Book Law, Fund for Popular Editions and Financing of the Royal Embassy of the Netherlands.
 
CEPROMIN has been working for 25 years in the state and private mining sector. It has five main actions and one of them is “Counseling and popular libraries”. Since 1984, it has created 14 mobile popular libraries with the support of the UNICEF and international organizations. These libraries play a new role to support formal education.
 
The Club Juvenil de Lectura (Youth Reading Club) performs its activities in the Biblioteca Fundación Patiño (La Paz). It has worked for two years and it intends to create incentives for reading in young people.

The Dirección Nacional de Bibliotecas (Banco del Libro) (National Management of Libraries (Book Bank)) is in charge of the National System of Public-School Libraries located in all the cities, border zones and provinces of Bolivia (220 libraries).
 
In March 2005, the National Reading Plan (2005-2015) was launched. The main objective of the program is to contribute to the reduction of the total illiteracy and functional illiteracy, and to increase the cultural level of the Bolivians. Additionally, it will organize the national strategy for reading, as the axis that crosses the set of school homework, to be present as an every-day experience in all the educational spaces of the country..
 

The Centro Pedagógico y Cultural Simón I. Patiño (Simón I. Patiño Pedagogic and Cultural Center) focuses its activities on books and reading promotion through a full network of libraries: a reference library located in the Center, a network of popular libraries scattered in the Department of Cochabamba, and a department to promote reading.

 EL SALVADOR *

The Network of Public Libraries depends on the Dirección Nacional de Espacios de Desarrollo Cultural (National Department of Cultural Development Spaces) of CONCULTURA. Its mission is to foster cultural development within an integral framework of the basic idea of the Public Libraries, using the Missions and Objectives of the Public Library published by the UNESCO (1994). The above is in accordance with the fundamental principles of the National Department to which the Network of Public Libraries belongs. It has 15 libraries.
The Reading Foster Program performs systematically the reading formation activities such as:

· Hora del Cuento (The Story Time), twice a week; 

· Guided visit to the public library, twice a week;

· Tertulia (Book discussion), once a week;

· Teatro en Atril (Read theater), once a week;

· Juegos de Investigación (Research Games), once a week;

· Charla Cultural (Cultural Talk), once a week;

· Rincón Infantil (The Children’s Corner), change of collection once a week;

· Fondo de Información Local (Local Information Fund), permanent;

· Exposición Bibliográfica (Bibliographical Exhibition), once a month;

· Periódico Mural (Wall Paper), once a month; 

· Vacaciones Recreativas (Recreational Vacations);

· Literary creation workshop; 

The Ministry of Education re-launched in 2004 the National Reading Foster Program which intends to bring a cultural change towards reading and form a country of readers. Some of its strategies are: reading rooms, reading clubs and extra-curricular activities.
 

GUATEMALA

Since 1998, the Network of Public Libraries was integrated again. The National Library of Guatemala is in charge of 117 libraries which work on training, technical assistance and reading fostering activities (these are carried out thanks to the financial support of ASDI - BIBLIOTECA REAL DE SUECIA [ASDI - ROYAL LIBRARY OF SWEDEN]). Regional committees have been organized in four different areas of the country.

With the support of the Central America Libraries Regional Project, the government is working on the creation of a Model Public Library, taking into consideration that later the libraries of the network will copy this model. Also with the support of the UNESCO, the government has worked on the physical conditioning and the collection of the book material for the “bibliobús” mobile library.

This year (2005), the Ministry of Education started the Gran Campaña por el Proyecto “Todos a Leer” (Great Campaign for the “Everybody, Let’s Read” Project). This short and long-term project includes initially the following activities: implementation of mini-libraries in primary schools through the project “Libros por amor” (Books by love), campaigns to foster reading through sensitization of teachers, fathers, mothers and students of all the country, strategic alliances with the mass media, especially the written media, and a reading and a reading comprehension national contest. The national contest “Carrera de la Lectura y Escritura entre Maestros(as)” (Teachers Reading and Writing Race) will be carried out this year to celebrate the Teachers Day. 
 

HONDURAS *

The government promote reading in the inter-border zone. Children and teenagers of the bi-national zone integrated by the municipalities of Victoria, Cabañas, of El Salvador and Mapulaca, Lempira, of Honduras will have the opportunity of traveling from the wonderful world of reading to foster values and develop this practice. The OEI for Central America and the municipal presidents of these entities subscribed an agreement to formalize the “Rota Cajas de Lectura” project (Reading Traveling Boxes).

A social and local development program for education, research and culture.- Sweden supports Honduras through this program in order to foster the democratic relationships and diminish poverty. One of the items of the Regional Program mentions the work with the libraries that started in 1993. Since then, an agreement was subscribed with the Ministry of Culture to be performed by the National Library and the municipal libraries. Regional training has been performed, and all the activities were focused on the good work of the National Library. The Swedish counterpart of this cooperation effort is the Royal Library of Stockholm, Sweden.

Four cooperation agreements were subscribed with Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicaragua. The financial support is addressed to these four countries directly to strengthen public libraries, and the rest of the funds will be used for training.
  
Proyecto Regional de Bibliotecas de América Central (2002-2004) (Central America Libraries Regional Project). The program of the Agreement between the Royal Library of Sweden and ABINIA-AC establishes the cooperation relationship with the block of Central American countries Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Belize, Costa Rica and Panama. The above agreement was subscribed according to the international cooperation policy and ideology of the Government of Sweden through the Agencia Sueca de Cooperación Internacional (ASDI, Swedish Agency for International Cooperation) and the Royal Library of Sweden and the financial support needs of the region in reference to libraries.
The objects of this project are:

a) Development: To strengthen the capabilities of the users of the National Library and the Public Libraries and their long-term active participation in society.

b) Program: The users of the National Libraries and the Public Libraries have access to quality services: more and better books, trained personnel, library open to various cultural expressions, well-equipped libraries and the users recognize the National Library and the Public Libraries as their own resource.
 
NICARAGUA *

The creation of the Consejo Nacional del Libro (National Book Council) (Decree No. 32-2005) to support and implement the national public policies for the development of reading. Its functions are: prepare and implement the National Reading Plan, support library campaigns, promote books and foster reading nationwide, prepare an annual operation activities plan in relation to the National Reading Plan, promote the exchange and development of strategies and experiences regarding the promotion of books and reading, and other related activities.

With the cooperation of Sweden, the services of the National Network of Public Libraries have improved, the role of the National Library of Nicaragua has been consolidated, and the training of librarians has improved. This effort has achieved the growth of the Network of Public Libraries (130 libraries).

COSTA RICA  *

The Sistema Nacional de Bibliotecas (National Library System) (2000) promotes the development of libraries and sets forth the policies to improve the work of the public libraries and the National Library. The public libraries offer several services as activities of library and cultural extension. There are 58 libraries (30 libraries depend on the national budget and 28 libraries are supported by the municipalities or the development associations) in Costa Rica.

Activities to foster reading.- The public libraries have children rooms or corners. Several activities are performed to promote reading in alternative spaces such as hospitals, elderly homes, jails, parks and others. The bibliobús is used to reach the communities where there are no libraries.

The Club de Libros (Book Club) has become the first Costa Rican magazine of literature in Internet. Since its beginning, it has focused on providing the most complete information about the book world in its 42 sections. During these two years, it has offered reading clubs, book presentations, cycles of films based on books, book exchange fairs, story-telling grandparent contests, recording of tales by the female inmates of El Buen Pastor jail for little children, homage events and book discussions of national writers.
 

PERU

The Ley de Democratización del Libro y de Fomento de la Lectura (Law for the Democratization of Books and Reading Fostering), published on October 11, 2003, states the public interest in the production and protection of books, in fostering reading as the basis of scientific and literary creation, as well as the development of the publishing industry.

The Consejo Nacional de Democratización del Libro y de Fomento de la Lectura (National Council of Democratization of Books and Reading Fostering) “PROMOLIBRO” was also created to promote, strengthen and divulge a reading culture in Peru.

Its main strategies are as follows:

· Strengthen the work of the Public Libraries in Peru providing them with publications that promote reading, and encourages the public agencies, private corporations and communities to obtain updated collections that are attractive to the potential readers.

· Improve the social value of reading, including an ambitious mural project to display thousands of posters in all the country to encourage reading. Additionally, evaluate processes and experiences of reading promotion.

Promolibro supports actively the formation of reading promoters, as well as their organization and training. This component includes training people in charge of getting Espacios Integrales de Promoción de la Lectura (EIL, Reading Promotion Integral Spaces), Unidades Móviles del Libro y la Lectura (UMLL, Book and Reading Mobile Units), the Libro @ Red, the "Módulos Escolares" (School Modules), and the other components of the book chain. This project also includes nationwide campaigns with the help of the radio, TV, newspapers and magazines. Additionally, specialized networks are being integrated with the permanent surveillance of Promolibro.
 
The government agencies in charge of these activities are working on the development of the Book and Reading National Plan. The creation of a multi-sector commission in charge of preparing such plan has just been announced. The most important object here is to promote reading and reach the goal of reading comprehension in the educational community of the country and the general population.
  
A study on “Experiencias de movilización social a favor de la comprensión lectora” (Experiences of social movements in favor of reading comprehension) (2003) made by Patricia Fernández C. mentions the existence of approximately 27 programs prepared for the promotion of reading in Lima, Peru. Such initiatives come mainly from private promoters (private schools, publishing houses, cultural centers, ONGs, etc.). From the government point of view, the institutions in charge of the promotion of reading focus on three areas: formal education (schools), library services and local/regional governments. It is interesting to see how from the point of view of the government, the interest in the promotion of child and teenager reading has stopped being an exclusive concern of the formal school to be shared with the local governments (municipalities).
 

ECUADOR 

The Dirección General de Archivos, Museos y Bibliotecas de la Comunidad de Madrid (General Department of Archives, Museums and Libraries of the Community of Madrid) and the Consejería de las Artes de Madrid (Arts Council of Madrid) together with some Spanish ONGs and the support of the Dirección General de Voluntariado (General Department of Volunteer Work) carry out the third edition of the program called “Día del Libro Solidario” (Joint Book Day). Since 2002, the slogan of the program has been “Pon un libro en Ecuador” (Put a Book in Ecuador). Thanks to this initiative, the inhabitants of Madrid and the representatives of the public institutions of Madrid donated thousands of books (encyclopedias, dictionaries, literature, children books, etc.). Approximately 70,000 books are to be distributed to 172 libraries chosen by provinces.

A group of experts was sent to Lima (Peru) to prepare the Proyecto Promoción de Bibliotecas Públicas (Public Libraries Promotion Project) as centers of cultural entertainment in the Peru-Ecuador border. Its object is to create a Red de Centros de Animación Cultural (Network of Cultural Entertainment Centers) beginning with the public libraries, school libraries, and other kinds of libraries existing in the border zone, as well as their progression transformation, enrichment and training. Additionally, the teams share experiences in the mediation of reading and entertainment activities. In the second stage of the project, public libraries were installed in the Amazon zone. In the third stage, libraries will be installed along the Pacific Coast region.

Ecuador has a Book Fostering Law issued in 1987, whose objectives are:

a)
The divulgation of books in all the population sectors as a means to convey knowledge and foster scientific creation and investigation.

b)
The promotion and divulgation of reading habits in all the population sectors.

c)
The encouragement, with particular efforts, of book provision to the sectors of disabled readers.

d)
The establishment of a network of libraries and the extension of the library services to all the population sectors.
  

“Leer para vivir” (Reading for living) (book therapy for disasters).- Teachers and promoters of reading of Ecuador, Colombia, Nicaragua, Bolivia, Peru, El Salvador and Venezuela intend to soften the emotional effects of natural disasters through several activities such as: preparation of volunteers, donation of book collections (as “traveling boxes” that are sent to several centers), oral narration activities, reading encouragement (“la hora del cuento” [story-telling time]) and updating workshops for teachers, parents and promoters.
 
The Campaña Nacional "Eugenio Espejo" (Eugenio Espejo National Campaign) for books and reading has the following purposes:

· Take reading to a paramount position;

· Contribute to the integral formation of Ecuadorians;

· Strengthen the reading behavior of the population of all ages;

· Promote actions for family reading and in other sharing spaces;

· Place adequate and accessible products in the hands of readers.

Besides, an agreement was subscribed with the Municipality of Cuenca under which the users of potable water will receive the books of massive collections together with their receipt of payment for USD$0.50 each. It is a joint cultural task of the Municipality of Cuenca and the Campaña de Lectura (Reading Campaign).
 

CHILE

The Dirección de Bibliotecas, Archivos y Museos (DIBAM, Department of Libraries, Archives and Museums) of Chile is a public organization of the Ministry of Education that gathers the most important patrimony institutions of the country. The system is integrated by 332 public municipal libraries and their 50 affiliated institutions, and 14 jail libraries.
Extension services
· 14 hospitals;

· The Bibliometro which is a system consisting of 8 modules and loan points located in the Metro (Subway) stations and two wagons installed in the gardens of central areas.

· Several mobile services such as buses, tricycles, carriages, and motorcycles that carry reading to farther places than libraries or to places that are geographically isolated. This network works in all the 13 regions of Chile.

The Proyecto BiblioRedes: abre tu mundo (BiblioRedes Project: Open your World) performed by DIBAM and sponsored by the U.S. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation latest generation computer equipment and free Internet access to 389 public libraries in all the Chilean territory.

The Campaña Chile quiere leer (Chile Wants to Read Campaign) is an initiative carried out during 2004 in honor to the 100th birthday of Pablo Neruda by the DIBAM, the CNCA, Fundación Neruda, BCI and El Mercurio. Some of the tasks of this campaign were to encourage research related to the reading process and to create incentives for people or organizations that stand out for having invented or carried out innovative and effective actions to promote reading.
 

The Proyecto Casero del Libro (Book Landlord Project) consists of the installation of book loan points in fairs or markets of a township that is not regularly attended by a public library. Argentina, Bolivia, Peru and Uruguay have already started to implement these reading spaces in their communities. It is an innovative case that serves also as a meeting point for the community where books and reading occupy their own public space in the every-day life of people.

Some of the activities to foster reading are:

· Bibliometro (Books in the Subway system)

· Bibliotrenes (Books in trains)

· Biblioredes (Book networks)

· Biblioteca de Santiago (The Library of Santiago)

· Buses culturales (Cultural Buses)

· Dibamóviles (DIBA Mobile libraries)

· Casero del libro (Book Landlord)

· Rincón docente (Teachers’ Corner)

· Rincón de la memoria (Memory’s Corner)

· Rincón infantil (Children’s Corner)

· Sistema de gestión participativa (Participation Process System)

· Un libro para sanarme (A book to heal)

In 2005, the government of Chile announced the preparation of the National Reading Plan.
PANAMA

The Red Nacional de Bibliotecas Públicas (National Network of Public Libraries) is subject to the National Library of Panama. It is integrated by 62 public libraries distributed in 10 provinces. It has two bibliobuses donated by the UNESCO for the promotion of reading in schools.
 
The Casa Taller Foundation and the National Library of Panama, through the public libraries, carry out the project called “El abuelo de mi abuela” (The grandfather of my grandmother) oriented to working with the cultural identity of the communities from the oral and written literature.
  

In the Instituto Nacional de Cultura de Panamá (National Culture Institute of Panama) and the Ministry of Education the encouragement of reading contributes to: 

· remembering the brands of the book stores;

· the learning of the communities and increasing sales;
· reading encouragement must include the establishment of strategic alliances with publishing houses, libraries and government agencies in charge of the reading encouragement policies;
· The union of book stores enables the creation of social and political context favorable to the development of the book stores.
 
PARAGUAY

The Cooperación de Bibliotecas Escolares del Paraguay (CBEP, Cooperation of School Libraries of Paraguay) is a charity volunteer association integrated by librarians and teachers of the country who are worried about the lack of reading habits of the Paraguayans. Its activities are the following:

· Develop projects to foster reading;
· Organize national campaigns once a year;
· Organize contests to promote books and reading.
 
The proyectos de Animación de Lectura (Reading Encouragement Projects) implemented and divulged by the CBEP are:
·  Encuentro con el autor (Encounter with the Author)

· Los recuerdos de la abuela (The Memories of Grandmother)

· Dictionaries, Comics

· Proyecto de Lectura Silenciosa Sostenida (Sustained Silent Reading Project)

· Leyendo con los papás (Reading with Parents)

· Creando cuentos (Writing Stories)

· Leyendo en familia (Family Reading)

· leyendo la Biblia en familia (Family Reading of the Bible)

· Jugando con las palabras,  adivinanzas, revista, fotografía y lectura (Playing with words, riddles, magazines, photographs and reading)

· Riqueza de cultura (Culture Wealth)

The Biblioteca Pública Franklin Delano Roosevelt (the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Public Library) carries out exhibitions, book fairs, user training, and workshops addressed to the community intended to offer the resources of the library to the general public.
 
The Subsecretaría de Estado de Cultura (The State Department of Culture) has as a priority the task to promote the Paraguayan culture in the following areas: rescue, conservation and evaluation of the tangible and intangible cultural patrimony; safeguard and rescue of the collective memory; encouragement of books, reading and the cultural industries. (Paraguay does not have a national library system).

URUGUAY

The Red de Bibliotecas Públicas de Montevideo (The Network of Public Libraries of Montevideo) depends of the Departamento de Cultura (Department of Culture) of the Intendencia Municipal de Montevideo (IMM, Municipal Government of Montevideo). In August 1998, this municipality subscribed an agreement with the ONG CIPFE (Centro de Investigación y Promoción Franciscano y Ecológico [Franciscan and Ecological Research and Promotion Center]) to create the BIBLIORED.

The Bibliored is a project that is developed in the Municipal Public Libraries to connect them to a network, improve their services and provide Internet access to all the inhabitants of Montevideo. It has 19 libraries.
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� Data about illiteracy and education are based on information provided by the United Nations.


� Cf. Álvarez Zapata, p. 24


�. ILíMITA is a cultural integration platform of Spain and the Latin American countries, which, based on reading and writing as tools for social inclusion and development, intends to divulge all the initiatives that work on reading in Spain and Latin America. For that purpose, it invites the actors that create reading material  to produce a knowledge database where we can meet ourselves and others in reading. ILíMITA works for reading to become a priority topic in public policy and the social imagery of the Spanish speaking countries. It divulges government, private and third-party initiatives that support reading and consider it a basic topic for development. For that, it calls the entities in charge of the National Reading Plans, the Libraries, the education sector, the foundations that promote reading, the industrial sector related to books and the companies and people who develop reading programs and projects. Additionally, this organization carries out studies and systematizes the data delivered by the actors who advance the topic in such countries, and offers input to all the people who advance or start new local or regional tasks in favor of reading.


( CONABIP.  Comisión Nacional de Bibliotecas Populares


( DGLPL. Dirección General del Libro y Promoción de la Lectura


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.alb.com.br/"��http://www.alb.com.br�





( Apoyo de la Cooperación Sueca (ASDI) Support of the Swedish Cooperation for the maintenance and development of the National Library and the Network of Central American Public Libraries.


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.cultura.gov.bo/Empresas/Cultura/Documentos/PLAN_2005_2.doc"��http://www.cultura.gov.bo/Empresas/Cultura/Documentos/PLAN_2005_2.doc�
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� http://166.114.28.115/domingo/20041003/domingo2.htm


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.cerlalc.org/nuevo_boletin/15/secciones/noticias/noticias2.htm"��http://www.cerlalc.org/nuevo_boletin/15/secciones/noticias/noticias2.htm�


� http://fundacionpatino.org/cpycsip.htm�



� �HYPERLINK "http://www.mined.gob.sv/comunicaciones/vnoticias.asp?opcion=2&mes=4&id=107"��http://www.mined.gob.sv/comunicaciones/vnoticias.asp?opcion=2&mes=4&id=107�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.campus-oei.org/cultura/np0102.htm" ��http://www.campus-oei.org/cultura/np0102.htm�








� http://www.mineduc.gob.gt/articulos_2005/Varios/a_leer.asp


� http://www.swedenabroad.com/pages/general____5546.asp


� http://www.swedenabroad.com/SelectImage/5626/bibliotecas.pdf


� http://www.clubdelibros.com


� http://www.bnp.gob.pe/editorial/index.htm#





� �HYPERLINK "http://www.minedu.gob.pe:8080/promolibro/pages/plain.jsp"��http://www.minedu.gob.pe:8080/promolibro/pages/plain.jsp�


� http://librosperuanos.com/html/carpetas/CNE.pdf


� http://www.cerlalc.org/documentos/ecuador.htm


� http://www.dlh.lahora.com.ec/paginas/temas/escaparates254.htm


� http://lee.cce.org.ec/


� http://www.dibam.cl/noticias.asp?id=2534&sh=1


�  �HYPERLINK "http://www.dibam.cl/bibliotecas_publicas/proyecto_casero.htm"��http://www.dibam.cl/bibliotecas_publicas/proyecto_casero.htm�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.binal.ac.pa/html/rbp.htm"��http://www.binal.ac.pa/html/rbp.htm�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.cerlalc.org/picbip/secciones/noticias12.htm"��http://www.cerlalc.org/picbip/secciones/noticias12.htm�


� http://www.cerlalc.org/nuevo_boletin/16/secciones/noticias/conclusioneslibreros2.pdf
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